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Verse 17 - 18

Jesus came to fulfill the Law









The problem for humans concerning 
the Law:

1)  The Law is perfect; we are not

2)  The Law is viewed as a whole,
not segmented – James 2: 10

3)  The Law can condemn, but
cannot save



The Moral Law reveals the nature of the 
will of God for His followers

The 10 Commandments 
are a summation 
of the Moral Law

The Moral Law 
convicts, but 
cannot save



How are Christians to relate to the Law 
today?

“The Law is a schoolmaster (tutor) to
bring us to Christ – Galatians 3: 24

“For by the works of the Law no flesh
will be justified” – Galatians 2: 16

“For Christ is the end of the Law for
righteousness to everyone who
believes” - Romans 10: 4



What is the Law of Christ?

The Law of love – John 13: 34-35

The Law of Christ is a summation
of the 10 commandments
Matthew 22: 36-40











When Christians obey the Law of 
Christ, they demonstrate love for 
Him – John 14: 21, 23, 24

Jesus is not coming to violate the 
Mosaic Law, but to establish it and 
fulfill it





Verse 19

Jesus on the importance           
of the Law



Jesus considers that obeying the 
commandments is very serious!

Antinomianism = no law, no
rules, and is discouraged by
Jesus

Hyper-Grace

Right view





Hyper-Grace - Wrong view

Believers are not under the
constraints of the Law

Believers are not responsible for their
sin

Anyone who disagrees is a
pharisaical legalist

Hyper-Grace teachers pervert the
grace of God into a license for
immorality 





Verse 20

Jesus and self-righteous 
religionists



Scribes and Pharisees were 
legalistic religionists

They put on all kinds of 
religious pretense

Pharisees are simply miserable 
and angry - No love!!





Jesus makes an astounding statement:

“ . . . . unless your righteousness 
exceeds the righteousness of the 
scribes and the Pharisees, you will 
by no means enter the kingdom of 
heaven.” 

Jesus sees all!!

Jesus sees the real you!

Sobering, isn’t it!?!



NOTHING IS 
HIDDEN 
FROM HIS 
SIGHT!
NOTHING!!



CLOSING THOUGHTS:

The Law and the Christian is a 
hotly debated topic in 
Christendom

Simply follow what Jesus taught 
and you will be on solid ground

We are now under the Law of 
Christ - Galatians 6: 2



What is the Law of Christ?

LOVE!!

John 13: 34

What is love (agape)?





Agape = benevolent love

A direction of the will,
meaning, choosing to love
even the unlovable

Agape love is not doing what the 
recipient of love desires, but giving 
the recipient of love what they need

John 3: 16 is an act of agape love



There is no escape clause from the 
Moral Law: 

It still condemns; it is
perfect, yet it cannot save!

People need a Savior to save them:

By grace you have been saved 
through faith in Christ alone

All of humanity are without excuse
Romans 2: 15



IMPORTANT:

Jesus did not come to abolish the 
Law, but to fulfill it!

In doing so, Jesus gave us 
something of great value – the 
Law of Christ – LOVE!

Love God first and your neighbor 
as yourself!

Paul on the importance of love 
1 Corinthians 13: 13



Christian:

Love God and love people and you
will fulfill the Law of Christ

The Law of Moses is filled with 
“You shall not . . . .”

The Law of Christ is filled with 
“You shall love . . . .”

BIG DIFFERENCE!!





YOU SHALL LOVE!


