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Verse 1 - 2

The Legalists question Jesus



When you think Pharisee, think angry, rigid, legalist



Pharisees were 
dispatched 
from Jerusalem 
when someone 
claimed to be 
Messiah



Many, today, claim to be Messiah; all are pathetic shams!



There will be a sham Messiah coming – the 
antichrist

2 Thessalonians tells us about this charlatan

Why he comes to power?

The Restrainer is removed (think Rapture!)

How does he come to power?

The working of Satan





Verse 3 - 9

Jesus questions the Legalists



The purpose of the Law is to point us to Christ
Galatians 3: 24

No one can perfectly obey all the 
commandments

To make law keeping even more difficult, James 
adds, break one and you break them all! 
James 2: 10

Trying to keep the Law to be righteous is 
IMPOSSIBLE!!



The legalists’ goal is about looks; look religious, 
look spiritual

God is all about your heart!

Real worship is our heart to God’s heart, our 
spirit to God’s Spirit

Your tradition will determine your comfort with 
worship styles





Verse 10 - 11

Jesus exposes the Legalists



Defile = to make unholy, unclean, polluted

Being right with God is not about external rules 
and regulations

It is about the HEART!!



Verse 12 - 14

Legalists are blind to the truth



Jesus tells us how to deal with a pharisee:  Speak the 
truth to dispel the lie!

The phony and the fakers are offended by the truth

SETTLE IT!  
You will not be popular; you will offend with the 
truth; you will be called names; you may be 
persecuted; you may be hated by your own 
family

This is not cheery to think about – it will cost you to 
follow Jesus!

Jesus speaks the truth, and so must we!



Verse 15 – 20

The Legalists’ heart is revealed



What comes out of the mouth reveals the heart!

SCARY!!

You do not, must not, speak all that you are 
thinking - Proverbs 29: 11

The awful things that are a product of our 
fallen nature starts with evil thoughts





No matter our level of spiritual maturity, we will 
still deal with the flesh problem

Remember:  It is direction, not perfection!

Every believer has the Holy Spirit

Every believer, when faced with a flesh moment, 
can make a faith choice, and not a flesh choice!

The power to do this is in you!  

DO make a faith choice – you can!



CLOSING THOUGHTS:

Have you ever thought – am I a legalist?



Jesus exposed the traditions of the pharisees
He called them HYPOCRITES!  
Mask wearers, performers, theatre



We are all guilty of being performers, mask 
wearers and hypocrites - uncomfortable?

Make believers talk like believers, know 
Christian lingo, but do not live like believers!

Remember Jesus’ words in verse 8, quoting 
Isaiah 29: 13: 

“These people draw near to Me with 
their mouth, and honor Me with their 
lips, but their heart is far from Me.”



“God talk” and “Jesus speak” does not make a 
believer

Jesus is big into: 
“You will know them by their fruits”
Matthew 7: 20

To the fruitless, Jesus says, 
“Depart from Me I never knew you”
Matthew 7: 23

SCARY!



What has happened to us?  
What has happened to America?



VIDEO



How do deceiving spirits look?



““AAnn  aassttoonniisshhiinngg  aanndd  hhoorrrriibbllee  tthhiinngg  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ccoommmmiitttteedd  
iinn  tthhee  llaanndd;;  tthhee  pprroopphheettss  pprroopphheessyy  ffaallsseellyy,,  aanndd  tthhee  pprriieessttss  
rruullee  bbyy  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  ppoowweerr..    MMyy  ppeeooppllee  lloovvee  ttoo  hhaavvee  iitt  ssoo,,  

bbuutt  wwhhaatt  wwiillll  yyoouu  ddoo  iinn  tthhee  eenndd??”” JJeerreemmiiaahh  55::  3300--3311



God shows us how to live in these times:

““BBuutt  eevviill  mmeenn  aanndd  iimmppoosstteerrss  wwiillll  ggrrooww  
wwoorrssee  aanndd  wwoorrssee,,  ddeecceeiivviinngg  aanndd  bbeeiinngg  ddeecceeiivveedd..    

BBuutt  yyoouu  mmuusstt  ccoonnttiinnuuee  iinn  tthhee  tthhiinnggss  wwhhiicchh  
yyoouu  hhaavvee  lleeaarrnneedd  aanndd    bbeeeenn  aassssuurreedd  ooff,,  

kknnoowwiinngg  ffrroomm  wwhhoomm  yyoouu  hhaavvee  lleeaarrnneedd  tthheemm..””    
2 Timothy 3: 13-14



We are the people of God! 
We are not snowflakes!

We are victors, OVERCOMERS!!

We are not victims!
May we live like it!

David, prior to his death, charged his son, 
Solomon with “be strong” – 1 Kings 2: 2-3



““II  ggoo  tthhee  wwaayy  ooff  aallll  tthhee  eeaarrtthh;;  bbee  ssttrroonngg,,  
tthheerreeffoorree,,  aanndd  pprroovvee  yyoouurrsseellff  aa  mmaann..    AAnndd  kkeeeepp  
tthhee  cchhaarrggee  ooff  tthhee  LLOORRDD  yyoouurr  GGoodd;;  ttoo  wwaallkk  iinn  

HHiiss  wwaayyss,,  ttoo  kkeeeepp  HHiiss  ssttaattuutteess,,  HHiiss  
ccoommmmaannddmmeennttss,,  HHiiss  jjuuddggmmeennttss,,  aanndd  HHiiss  

tteessttiimmoonniieess,,  aass  iitt  iiss  wwrriitttteenn  iinn  tthhee  LLaaww  ooff  MMoosseess,,  
tthhaatt  yyoouu  mmaayy  pprroossppeerr  iinn  aallll  tthhaatt  yyoouu  ddoo  aanndd  

wwhheerreevveerr  yyoouu  ttuurrnn..””



THIS IS OUR TIME TO . . . . . . . 

“BE STRONG” 

“TO KEEP THE CHARGE OF THE LORD”

BE STRONG, FOLKS!

BE STRONG!!




